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GIBRALTAR SUMMER PICNIC!
WHERE: At the top of Clark Avenue
WHEN: SATURDAY, August 13th, 2022 / 4:00 to ??
IT’S ALWAYS A BLAST at our neighborhood family potluck picnic! Come one, come all and
please bring the Kiddos!! We’ll have games, music, and hopefully a visit from the Fire Dept and/or Police
Dept. Your Gibraltar Neighborhood Association will provide the Main Dish Meat, along with lemonade &
water, plates, cups, and utensils. You bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share! (Coolers
with your own preferred beverages are also encouraged) We have the 712 Block Party Trailer reserved,
so there will be plenty of tables and chairs for your comfort.

**

RSVP by August 10th so we know how many tables to set up! Email your

RSVP (and how many are attending) to Jill ( jkates1231@gmail.com) or Michele (cmgraham889@gmail.com).
MARK YOUR CALENDARS and make plans to come picnic with your neighbors! SEE YOU THEN!

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

(for situations when it isn’t Ghostbusters…)

Keep this info handy for non-emergency situations where you need to report something to the Police.
The Police Department Non-Emergency Number is: (712) 328-4701.
Our neighborhood’s PAR officer (Police Area Representative) is Officer Dan Stuck.
You can contact him at 712-329-1856 or 712-328-4556 or 712-890-5225.

2022 FIREWORKS ORDINANCES
Please be respectful of your neighbors (and avoid a $250 fine!)
I think we can all agree that celebrating our Nation’s independence is a wonderful thing! And, for most folks,
fireworks are a blast (literally and figuratively)! But, there are LAWS on fireworks use, and we need to observe
them. Last year’s 4th of July holiday definitely presented many challenges, with Gibraltar neighbors VERY
frustrated by ongoing late night and mid-week explosions, disrupting sleep patterns and causing distress for
pets and for those affected by PTSD. City-wide, the police department reported a large number of complaints.
These non-compliant fireworks also pose added fire risks and property damage risks.

This is a reminder that discharging fireworks at any time other than those listed above IS ILLEGAL. You may
feel like it’s a harmless bit of fun, but for some people (and many animals), it is very traumatic. Should you
choose to discharge fireworks during non-approved days/times, your neighbors have the right to report you.
Please also note the ordinances below, regarding the limitations of setting off fireworks near structures and the
associated fines.

Council Bluffs’ fireworks ordinance states:
• Individuals must be 18 years or older to possess and discharge fireworks.
• Fireworks may only be discharged on your property or that of a consenting property owner.
• Fireworks shall not be discharged in areas zoned C-3 or C-4 Commercial Districts.
• Fireworks may not be discharged within 50 feet of another person or within 50 feet of a structure.
• If Pottawattamie County has issued a burn ban, the use of fireworks is strictly prohibited.
• Any person in violation of the ordinance shall be charged accordingly and
assessed a fine not less than $250.

Be considerate of others by being a good neighbor!

PRESIDENT’S POST
June/July 2022
Greetings Neighbors!
This week the Morgan clan woke up to fogged up windows from humidity,
afternoons bursting with the smells of freshly cut grass, nights filled with the
sounds of raccoons toppling trash cans, and the infectious chatter and laughter
of the Walters sisters on the front porch - which can only mean one thing...
It’s finally summer!
It’s so good to see so many neighbors out and about taking advantage of the weather and all the great resources
our city and downtown ‘hood’ has to offer! Bayliss, Kirn Park, PACE, the Library, and have you guys explored
the “new” established trails in Fairmont Park!? What a gift to be walking distance from all these gems (and so
much more).
I’ve also seen some new families moving into the neighborhood and investing in our old housing stock – I’d
like to extend a warm welcome and THANK YOU for choosing to be here. As someone who grew
up south of town in the bubble of the “burbs” – I was blown away at the diverse and cozy community that has
been evolving here. We have our challenges, sure, but each day I grow more and more optimistic about the
future of our community and what it can offer our families and those who will follow.
Speaking of things to look forward to, please mark your calendars for our upcoming neighborhood social
(August), neighborhood fundraiser (October), and Holiday party (January 2023). If you’re new to the neighborhood or leery of overly-enthusiastic mid-west hospitality – don’t be scared. We don’t like to do “too much”
and these few events are a great way to get to know one another. I don’t like to boast (and I might be a little
biased), but as someone who has the privilege of working with many neighborhoods in CB, we got a good thing
going here. So come say hello, have a laugh, and let the kids run!
I’d like to give a shout out to our small but mighty board members of the neighborhood association – Dave is
steady with the checkbook (despite my big dreams to spend all the money), Mary always giving sound advice
(and a generous pour of wine), Brian with his big ideas and even bigger heart, Kate – keeping the records and
making everyone feel welcome, and Michele for her willingness to do whatever it is that needs doing! And of
course THE Cory Peters, for putting this newsletter together (and all her patience and loving nudges to get
content submitted … like this letter).
As always if you have concerns or questions – don’t be shy, please reach out! We might not always have the
answer, but we’re in this together and would love to hear from you.
Be good to each other!
Turner

TAKE A BOOK, LEAVE A BOOK. Have you visited Gibraltar’s LITTLE FREE LIBRARY?!
The library is located in the green space at the corner of Story St. & 4th Street. There are children’s books and
adult books for you to borrow for as long as you wish… FOR FREE! If you have books you no longer need
and can CONTRIBUTE them to the library, simply deposit them in the library box, or contact Cory Peters
— she’ll come pick them up from you. Share the joy of reading today! Thank you!

ALL ARE WELCOME
Ages 3 years
to 6th Grade

Monday, Aug. 1
through
Thursday, Aug. 4
5:30-8:30 pm
Dinner at 5:30
followed by
activities, fun
and education
FREE OF CHARGE!!

GENERAL NOISE ORDINANCES
Barking Dogs at All Hours of the Day & Night — IT’S NOT OKAY
Gibraltar is a dog-friendly neighborhood, and we all realize that there are certain times when your dog
might need to be outside for a while (maybe you’re mopping the floors… maybe Scruffy needs to burn off
some energy… maybe you have dinner guests, etc.). Unfortunately, there have been some frustrations with
the increased occurrence of dogs being left outside unattended for long periods of time—not just during the
day, but also all night. The problem is, DOGS BARK. A LOT. Not everyone is okay with that,
specially since so many folks are now working from home.
According to City Ordinance Chapter 4.50.060-6.3d: It is unlawful to own, possess or harbor any animal
or bird which frequently or for continued duration, howls, barks, meows, squawks or makes other sounds
which create a noise disturbance across a residential real property boundary. Especially with warmer
weather upon us, people will have their windows open. Having to listen to ANY noise that someone else is
making (hammer clanking, dog barking, music thumping, etc.), repeatedly, day after day, night after night,
IS NOT OKAY. If you must leave your barking dog outside all day, it might be time to invest in an anti-bark
device. And barking dog(s) left outside all night? That is never okay. Our neighbors deserve a place where
they can relax and enjoy their surroundings. Please be mindful that the noise you’ve learned to tune out can
be extremely bothersome to others. Step 1: Ask your neighbor nicely to please fix the problem.
Step 2: If they won’t, contact Animal Control at 712-328-4656.

CITY ORDINANCE on Open Burning
What’s more fun than summertime s’mores over a campfire?! Not much! But, considering that
we are living in a neighborhood and not a campground, it’s important to make sure you’re
adhering to City Codes!
1) Open burning is prohibited. This means the burning of any material that results in
contaminants from combustion being emitted directly into the ambient air without
passing through a stack or chimney from any enclosed chamber.
2) This does not apply to outdoor fireplaces or BBQ grills used solely for the noncommercial
preparation of food. These are fireplaces or grills that can’t be used for burning refuse or combustible waste.
3) Fire containment devices like fire pits and chimineas may be used but are subject to certain
provisions as follows:
- no outdoor burning allowed if winds exceed 10 mph
- fires must be constantly attended by a responsible adult until thoroughly extinguished
- fire containment devices shall not be permitted within 15 feet of any combustible structure, or
within 10 feet of a lot line (unless mutually agreed upon by neighboring property owner)
- fire pits or other fire containment devices shall not exceed 3 feet in diameter
- flames shall be kept below 2 feet in height above the pit or containment device
- a portable fire extinguisher or garden hose must be readily available
- excessive smoke or odor emissions are prohibited
If you have questions or concerns, call the City Clerk: 712-890-5261.
Remember to be responsible and be safe!

GNA Board Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2022
1. Treasurer’s report
Balance $9,420.70
15 people have renewed/joined GNA since March, 2022
2. Old News
Property managers at the Lofts are not interested in joining GNA for one fee. Mary believes it may be
under new management so Brian will reach out again.
GNA Member flags: We are almost out of flags, and reprinting costs have nearly doubled. Brian is
looking into an option of metal “flags” instead of fabric flags. He will bring design and costs to the
next meeting.
3. Food Drive
Brian has put posters around the neighborhood. He is looking for a few people to walk the neighborhood picking up donations. Please meet at his house at 9 am this Saturday. Brian and Dennis have
secured a pallet of food for their donation!
4. Street Study
Turner and Tom Emmet met with Chief of Staff, Public Works of CB, and an Engineering company to
approach Public Works about GNA funding a street assessment. The study would explore current
conditions and what viable options/costs are out there for our neighborhood. This may take several
years and we don’t want to waste our breathe or resources on studies that will not be taken into serious
consideration. Turner and Tom will be writing grants to fund the assessment once valuable data has
been identified by PW. Turner said that the grants usually want a match fund. Turner purposed that
GNA put forth $5,000.00 towards the study. Discussion was had and Brian made the motion to put
$5,000.00 toward the grant ONLY if we can find matching funds to complete the study which can run
between $35k to 50k. Again, we won’t pull from treasury unless we both find matching funds for the
entirety of the study, and we can solidify w/PW data points they would find valuable & taken seriously.
5. Events/Socials
Block party scheduled for August 13, 2022. Party will be at the end of Clark St. Party begins at 4:00.
GNA will provide the meat and others can bring sides.
Quarter Auction scheduled for October 15, 2022 at the 4 th Street Bar. Board members each bring
3 baskets for donation. Others welcome to donate as well.
Holiday Party scheduled for January 7, 2023. Party will be at Brian and Dennis’s house at 527 Bluff St.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jill Kates, Secretary

ATTENTION: BUSINESS OWNERS, ARTISTS, ETC.
If you own a business, provide a service, have an event or sell a product, would you like to get
the word out to OVER 200 HOUSEHOLDS in the Gibraltar Neighborhood?
If so, consider an affordable ad in the Rock Talk newsletter!
Ad Space Sizes available: 1/4 sheet or 1/2 sheet
1/4 sheet one-time insertion: $10 — OR — 1/4 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $50
1/2 sheet one-time insertion: $15 — OR — 1/2 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $75

SAVE THE DATES
1. Quarter Auction Fundraiser
Mark your calendar for the 2022 FUN event we
all look forward to each year… the Quarter
Auction!! SATURDAY, OCT 15th!
More info to come in future Rock Talk issues.

C.B. Farmers Market

Thursdays, 4:30-7:30 / Bayliss Park
Through September

2. Neighborhood HOLIDAY Party
Keep the holiday spirit alive as we gather with
our neighbors! SATURDAY, JAN. 7th!
We’ll be hosting a food drive in conjunction
with the party. More info to come in future
Rock Talk issues.

JULY dates to know
July 4: Independence Day: America’s birthday!
July 13: Nat’l French Fry Day: Extra crispy, please!
July 20: National Hot Dog Day: Tube meat…
grill some today!
July 30: Int’l Friendship Day: What better time to
get to know your neighbors!?

Take a walk in the neighborhood and head to
Bayliss Park on Thursday evenings for homemade
breads, delicious cheeses, local honey, specialty handmade goods, and more!
Located in historic Bayliss Park, the Council Bluffs
Farmers Market features seasonal and weekly vendors
selling a range of fresh produce, local meats, baked
goods and unique crafts. The market is Thursday evenings from 4:30-7:30 pm and runs May through September.
Every market also includes wellness activities and live
music. Be sure to experience the fun play space to entertain the kids, sponsored by Centris Federal Credit Union.

GNA’s Book Club is a fun, social gathering
where we get together and share a bit of news,
an adult beverage or two, and discuss our latest
book. We always have a blast when we get together, so consider making this part of your
neighborhood involvement!
For more info on when & where, contact Patti
Hannan at 712-323-8600. We’d love to see you
at our next book club (wine club? LOL) meeting!

HISTORIC GENERAL DODGE HOUSE: UPCOMING EVENTS!
Summer fun at the Dodge House!! July 3rd, Celebrating Independence! 12:00 to 3:00pm
FREE community event with music by the Flatwater Drifters, plus hamburgers/hotdogs/chips & more! We’ll
have a Kona Ice truck on site for only $1 per refreshing cup. No registration needed—just stop by and enjoy!

Art Between This World & the Next:
Eastern Orthodox Icons
Saturday, August 20, 6:00 pm
Russia has been in the news a lot and despite current events, Russia has a long and
proud cultural history. Among those traditions include religious artwork that can be
traced all the way back to the Eastern Roman Empire. A local collector and expert
will share his collection at the Historic General Dodge House and speak about each
icon's importance.
Please purchase tickets to confirm your attendance at this event. Tickets are $7 each.

————- SAVE THE DATE: Railroad Days coming on September 24! ————-

Food Drive Success… THANK YOU!

By Brian Wedemeier

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the recent
Neighborhood Food Drive! From coordinating and pickup to
donating food and cash for the Story Street Pantry, there were SO
many helping hands! We ended up with 2 full vans of food to
donate to their shelves. A special thank you to Jill & Chris Kates
for collecting throughout the neighborhood, and Dennis Fellhauer
for collecting the donations that were dropped off at our house.
I hope that we will be able to support this wonderful community
cause and do another Food Drive this fall & winter, possibly in
conjunction with an in-person event.
For more information on the community food pantry, please visit
their website www.storystreetpantry.org. Josh and his crew are a
wonderful asset, not only to our neighborhood, but to our whole
community. Their mobile food pantry is on the go every week,
including 5-8 stops within
Council Bluffs.

MORE FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Brian Wedemeier

ATTENTION GARDENERS:

as the summer progresses and you harvest crops from your garden,
if you have any excess please contact the pantry (info below) as they will accept fresh produce items
too! A great way to make a difference, and a great outlet for your excess/overflow veggies.

Here is a "Shopping List" of items that the Pantry is always in need of:
Tomato Sauce
Green Beans, Mixed Veggies
Potatoes, Diced Tomatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Corn, Carrots, Peas
Bakery Mixes, Rice, Pasta

Pancake Mix
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Dry Milk
Oatmeal
Mac & Cheese

Peaches, Pears,
Mixed Fruit, Applesauce
Cream of Chicken Soup
Canned-Chili
Cream of Chicken Soup
Tomato Soup

Vegetable Oil
Pink Salmon
Canned Beef, Chicken Broth
Chicken Noodle Soup
Vegetable Soup
Beef Stew

If you wish to make donation (food items, cash or checks), please contact them at:
Phone: 712-522-3522 —or— email: foodpantry@oursaviorscb.org
I am very proud to be a part of a neighborhood who helps to fill the needs within our 'hood and community.
It really takes just one small act to make a difference! Thanks again and I will keep upcoming dates/events for
food drives in the future in the Rock Talk and GNA Facebook page.

The BENEFITS of Getting to Know Your Neighbors!
Sooooo, what did you miss on May 20th? The Neighborhood Whiskey Tasting Party, that’s what! Nope,
there wasn’t an announcement in the Rock Talk Newsletter, this was one of the frequently-occurring pop-up
parties that happens in our neighborhood.
Who gets invited? The folks who regularly show up, help out, start conversations, and in this instance, had
a chat at some point about their love of whiskey! Dennis Fellhauer and Brian Wedemeir hosted the gathering
of a dozen or so folks, and chances are they might be hosting the NEXT one as well… (talk was about maybe
switching it up and doing a tequila tasting??)
Want to join the fun? Get out and about in the neighborhood!! Stop and say hello! Attend a meeting or
event! Building friendships with your neighbors has MANY positive benefits, and we can’t wait to meet you!

THANK YOU to these folks who have joined the GNA for 2022!
Those listed were known to have paid dues at the time of publishing. Any errors are completely
unintentional. If you notice an error/omission, please contact GNA Treasurer Dave Adams!
Dave & Amy Adams

Michele Graham

Norma Morford & Roger Morford

Kathy Bennett

Rich & Patti Hannan

Turner Morgan & Abby Jares

Kathie Brandt

Joy Heuer

Terry & Nancy Mulvania

Paulette Brandt

Patricia Murphy

David & Anna Brooks

Craig & Bryana Jackson

Matt Neneman & Lauren Ramm

Nate Brown & Tom Emmett

Steve & Cathy Jayjack

Ryan & Heather Newell

Buck & Teri Christensen

Barney & Brenda Johnson

Cory Peters

Dick & Ardeth Christie

Chris & Jill Kates

Josh Pettit & Lindsay Besco

Jason & Brook Craig

Mary Madison

Corey & Lisa Radke

Bud & Susie Dew

Anne Massoud & Sara Perkins

Mindy Smith

Adrienne McElderry

Jeff & Karen Tucker

Chad & Kate Gaul

Lloyd Menard

Pam Vosler

Teresa Gerjevic

Linda Meyer

Carol Wood

Steve & Chris Gorman

LJ & Chris Miles

Jo Youngs

PLEASE REMEMBER

TO SUPPORT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD THROUGH YOUR ANNUAL DUES!!

Our accomplishments would not be possible without YOU!

GNA Contacts:
Turner Morgan, President
712-310-3102

Newsletter
copies are
furnished
courtesy of:

Dave Adams, Treasurer
402-250-8360
Jill Kates, Secretary

jkates1231@gmail.com
Mary Madison, Member at Large
712-323-8073
Brian Wedemeier, Member at Lg
515-205-7515
Michele Graham, Member at Lg
cmgraham889@gmail.com
Cory Peters, Newsletter Editor
402-681-8344

KEEP INFORMED three ways!!

YOUR Gibraltar
Neighborhood:

Visit Gibraltar’s website online at: www.GibraltarNA.org
— AND —
LIKE us on Facebook (search “Gibraltar Neighborhood Association”).
— AND —
Register TODAY on GNA’s "Nextdoor" social networking website:
www.nextdoor.com. You can share news, updates, inquiries, refer
business people or services, get the latest GNA news and much more!
It’s FREE & open to folks within Gibraltar boundaries!!

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association: Membership Registration Form
Become a Gibraltar Neighborhood Association Member!! Yearly dues are $25 per household and are tax deductible
with our 501c3 status! In order to be eligible to vote for board members or receive priority preference for improvement projects,
you must be a paid association member.

Make checks payable to & mail to: Gibraltar Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 1971, Co. Bluffs, IA 51502-1971
— OR— pay online at: www.GibraltarNA.org >> click on the “Donate” tab (you can pay via PayPal or via Credit Card)
Name_______________________________________________________ Email____________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________ Phone_______________________________
Please tell us what’s important to you in connecting with your neighbors:

 Quarterly social events

 Fundraisers

 Business meetings

 Other ______________________________________________________________________
Please tell us what issues are important to you:

 Getting to know my neighbors

 Preserving our brick streets

 Historic preservation

 Better lighting in our Neighborhood

 More social events

 Crime / Safety

 Other ______________________________________________________________________

