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WHERE:  The Historic Dodge House Ballroom, 605 3rd Street 

WHEN:  SATURDAY, January 18th, 2020 // 9:30 a.m.  

Join us for our annual meeting & elections on Saturday morning,  

January 18th at 9:30am in the Ballroom of the Historic General Dodge House. 

We will have biscuits, gravy, bacon and orange juice. At this meeting we will: 

    > review 2019 

    > talk about our agenda for 2020, and  

    > elect GNA board members to fill a couple vacancies  

 (won’t you please consider serving on the board?) 

 

    We will also have several door prizes to local restaurants! 
 

    Suggested free will donation is $5. Hope to see everyone there! 
    (Note: In the event of weather, the alternative date is January 25th, one week later.) 

JANUARY Breakfast Election Meeting! 

  WHERE:  304 Willow (intersection of Willow & 3rd Street) 

  WHEN:  SUNDAY, December 15th, 2019 // 5:00 to 8:00pm  

Enjoy food, fun and camaraderie as we celebrate the  

season with friends & neighbors! We’ll be gathering in the 

beautiful home of David & Anna Brooks, which is located at the  

intersection where Willow runs into 3rd St.  

Your Gibraltar Neighborhood Assn. will provide a holiday ham.  

You bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share, 

or a bottle or two of wine!   
Renters, owners, association and non-association members, and 

well-behaved children are warmly welcome! 
  
 

****You MUST RSVP by December 10th so we know how much ham to order!  

Call or Text your RSVP (and how many are attending) to Turner Morgan at 712-310-3102. 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS and make plans to come celebrate with your neighbors!    SEE YOU THEN! 

Neighborhood Holiday Get-Together! 



YOU want a neighborhood that’s attractive and safe…  

YOU want a neighborhood that’s active and engaged…  

YOU want to experience a feeling of community & connectedness…  

YOU NEED TO GET INVOLVED! 

It’s easy to be an “armchair quarterback” and watch the game from 

the sidelines, but it’s MUCH more rewarding to get in the game 

and make a difference! Now’s your chance! 

Our neighborhood is so grateful that Turner Morgan is serving for 

a second term, but we do have a few Board Member positions that 

will likely be opening up.  

NOW is the time for you to grasp this opportunity to expand your circle of influence, build some 

personal and professional connections, improve your skill set, and MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Won ’t 

you please consider throwing your hat in the ring in January??  

(Remember, only paid association members have voting and position-holding rights.) 

January Elections:  

WE NEED YOU!!!!!! 

 

 

Join us for some delicious brunch food and conversation.   

We hope you will walk away feeling refreshed. 

Who: All ladies in the Gibraltar Neighborhood  
             (you don't have to be a member of the association to come) 

When: Saturday, January 25 from 9am-11:00am 

Where: David & Anna Brooks' house  

                  304 Willow Ave, Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Please Bring: A breakfast food item to share 

                               (coffee and tea will be provided) 

>>>>RSVP: To Anna Brooks via text 414-507-9649 or 

              or email Anna.Brooks@cru.org 

mailto:Anna.Brooks@cru.org


FROM PRESIDENT MORGAN 

 

Happy Holidays Neighbors! 

We did it. Another trip around the sun. Maybe it was the whole spawning 

thing… but this year has been a BLUR! With the little man down for a morn-

ing nap, I’m thankful for a chance to reflect on the past 365 days (and five 

minutes peace with a cup of tea).  We’ve had some wonderful new families 

move into the neighborhood — including new kiddos who will know Gibraltar 

as their first (and perhaps forever) home. We will miss some long-time GNA 

neighbors who have moved on to a new journey. And all the “feels” this past 

year has brought our neighborhood: beautiful sunsets enjoyed with neighbors on our front porches;  countless 

summer afternoons spent up at Kirn park or strolling down to the library; a new (and VERY local) director at 

our Historic Dodge house! And let’s not forget the one-of-a-kind Council Bluffs mural that has the city buzzing 

about our neighborhood. Add to that a new and approved trailhead coming to a block near you!  

Gibraltar Trailhead Project – we had an extremely productive meeting with the Parks Director Vincent 

Martorello at our November meeting. Neighbors shared childhood stories of time spent in Fairmount Park and 

our desire to see more positive foot traffic using its robust trail system. Everyone chipped in with features they 

hope to see which may include: hard surface landing area, information kiosk with bench, “Fairmount Park” 

signage, picnic area, native landscaping, and plantings along path up to the trails. There were two stand out 

updates from our meeting: 1.) The Pozzi Foundation will be commissioning Susan Woodford to create a custom 

metal sculpture for our trailhead that will “echo the health/wellness focus of the Wellmark grant; and all con-

necting to the long history of the park in some way.” Susan will be providing three concept drawings for the 

neighborhood and other stakeholders to vote on. 2.) The city has agreed to MATCH our grant money, giving 

our little project the support needed to be successful. 

Neighborhood elections – I know, I know… politics is the LAST thing any of us want to think about, but I’d 

like to invite you all to join us in at our January meeting and consider throwing your name in to join the board.   

Board members help organize our socials, events, and advocate for our neighborhood. It’s a great way to utilize 

your natural talents to benefit the neighborhood.  What skills could you bring to the table? What would you like 

to see in the neighborhood? Let’s explore the opportunities and challenges, and come up with a plan together.  

For me, I’m a project-oriented guy – I enjoy both working with my hands, but also finding grants that can 

help ideas become reality. I also think it is incredibly important that local government and leadership under-

stand the value of healthy and vibrant neighborhoods. For many of us, our homes are the biggest investment 

we’ll make in our lives – and our cumulative investment and stability should be as respected and as much of 

a priority as economic development. 

The Morgan-Jares clan would love to wish you and yours a very Happy Holidays! In our hustlin’ and bustlin’ 

world it’s easy to feel as though you’re not doing enough when we’re cooped up in the cold weather. Think of it 

as a gift – of time to look inward, of time to be with one another, or maybe just of time to put on the stretchy 

pants and binge watch that series you’ve heard all about. For Abby, JJ and me, we are particularly enjoying 

watching our neighbor Kyle, as his mother Sue and neighbor Amy dress up his home for the holiday homes 

tour – his face is priceless! :)  

Finally, a big CHEERS to those of you who have helped make this neighborhood into the special place it is now – 

the organizers, advocates, chronic-waving-to-your-neighbor-ers, lawn enthusiasts, do-it-yourselfers, history lovers, 

keep-an-eye-out-while-you’re-out-of-towners, front porch sitters, tool & sugar-lenders, dog walkers, “need-a-

hand?”-ers, and holiday decorators.  Your love does not go un-noticed and I’m grateful for you all. 

Be good to each other,  Turner, Abby, and J.J. 



Dodge House News 
Holiday Eye Candy —  

Experience the Tradition! 
Late November through the end of December, visit the Dodge and Bereshiem 

homes and experience all of the wonderment contained in these two historic 

beauties, each festooned and adorned with holiday finery. It truly is a sight to 

behold!  Standard admission fees apply. 

GNA Yard Flags! 

If you are a paid Gibraltar Neighborhood Association member, as part of 

your initial membership dues you receive a free GNA garden flag and  

metal holder. If you have not yet received one, contact GNA’s treasurer —

Tom Emmett— at 402-346-6734, and we’ll be sure you get one. 

ALSO: Is your old GNA flag faded, lost or torn? You can purchase a 

new replacement flag for only $7.00!! Or if you need a replacement 

flag holder, you can purchase that for only $6.00!  

Contact Tom at the phone number shown above. 



15 0 Years 
The 

General Dodge House  

is celebrating its  

150th Anniversary!

1869 - 2019 
Watch for upcoming events 

throughout the year on the 

Dodge House website and  

Facebook pages.  

NO KIDDING: Contact Me!!  
I want to bring you a bag!  
- Cory 

  

Then You Need a Welcome Bag!! 

 

We haven’t yet found a 

welcome committee 

chairperson, so we are a 

bit behind... but we’d 

STILL like to welcome 

you to our awesome 

neighborhood with a  

little gift bag of goodies, 

including a ceramic 

mug! 
 

 

You definitely want one of the awesome 

Gibraltar coffee mugs, right? 

If you’re even a sorta-new homeowner in 

the Gibraltar neighborhood, contact: 

Cory Peters at coryp241@yahoo.com. 

Let her know your name and address. She’ll drop off a bag 

and say hello (or leave on your doorstep if you aren’t home 

at the time). THANKS! 

 
 

________________________________________ 
 

JUST WANT A MUG? 
Any “not new” Gibraltar residents who would like a coffee 

mug can purchase one for only $5.00 each!! Contact Cory 

and she’ll arrange to get you one or more. They are a  

lovely burgundy color with different artwork imprinted in 

white on both sides, just like our neighborhood banners! 



It was odd to see a snake at this time of year.  

Especially odd to see your run-of-the-mill, bright-

yellow-lines-down-the-back, should-be-dead-

because-it’s-cold-blooded-and-the-temperature-is-

twenty-two-degrees kind of garden snake.  

 

Granted, it had been an odd year. 

 

across the frost covered ground. He thought about 

picking it up and moving it to… where? His house? 

He didn’t think Tabitha, his twelve-year-old tabby, 

would appreciate the new addition, nor did he carry 

a particular abiding affection for reptiles. Plus, he 

didn’t know how garden snakes felt about stairs. Or 

shag carpet.  

 

Maybe he could bring it to Andrew’s place? How 

would that go? 

-Hi Andrew. 

-Hi Charles. 

-I found a snake. In the middle of winter. 

-Wow. Weird. Okay. 

-I thought you might want it because you like  

green things. 

-Are you talking about Penelope? 

-No? 

-You do realize that lizards and snakes are  

different species, right? 

-Of course. 

-So, where is it anyway? 

-Uh… 

 

Yeah, that wasn’t going to work. The snake wiggled 

its way past ice-encrusted leaves and packed frozen 

dirt, scraping its belly along the ice, subtly but 

steadily losing momentum. Remarkable, Charles 

thought. It made it this far. Where the hell does it 

think it’s going? 

 

Rose would know. Rose knew everything and you 

couldn’t tell her any different. Charles tried to do so 

for years and it ended up costing him his marriage. 

At least, that’s how he put it to his friends who 

would then make empathetic noises and buy him a 

Bud Light. He would drink it and thank them and 

tell himself that the truth never did anyone any  

favors. And it certainly never bought any pity beer.  

 

Charles watched and followed as the little snake 

came upon a snow bank. It struggled at first – the 

snow was packed and hard by now, not powdery like 

the week before when it first fell, when he found out 

it was only his youngest daughter joining him for 

Christmas this year. He loved her, of course. He also 

loved his four other daughters who had long since 

left and wielded their absence like poison darts. At 

least, that’s how he took it. The youngest, Ruth, had 

been spared the majority of her parents’ relation-

ship. Maybe that’s why she stuck around. Maybe it’s 

because she was lazy and not ambitious and the gas 

station she worked for tolerated her constant tardi-

ness. Maybe it’s because she had the best smile in 

three states and she was kind and that mattered here 

the way pedigree matters elsewhere. Who knows. 

Charles didn’t. But he didn’t question it much.  

 

The little snake slowed as it whispered a ghostly 

path in the snow, barely perceptible. 

 

Do snakes feel pain, he wondered? Or fear? Surely 

they must. Surely they felt the cold – this biting, 

sharp cold.  

 

He pictured the snake gliding along the old shag 

carpet in the living room, weaving a wobbly laby-

rinth into the worn yellow fabric. Rose hated that 

carpet. He imagined the intense focus on Tabitha’s 

face as her bright green eyes would follow the snake, 

watch it coil around the slim wooden leg of the TV 

stand. He was pretty sure he could find a miniature 

heated blanket – he might have even seen one on 

the Home Shopping Network one time. He won-

dered how big the snake would get, and if he had to 

catch live insects for it to eat or if the dead stinkbugs 

on his windowsills would suffice.  

 

And just as quickly as he’d made his decision, the 

little snake disappeared silently into the white.  

From the Rock Talk editor: Kate Brewer, Gibraltar resident and author, has graciously volunteered to contribute her creative  

talents to our newsletter! I know you’ll enjoy reading her short stories as much as I do! I can’t wait for more!  — Cory Peters 

Charles and the Garden Snake   
By Kate Brewer 



       GNA’s Book       

    Club is a fun,  

social gathering where we get together and 

share a bit of news, a glass of wine and discuss 

our latest book. We always have a blast when 

we get together, so consider making this part of 

your neighborhood involvement! For more info, 

contact Patti Hannan at 712-323-8600.  

We’d love to see you at our next book club  

(wine club? heehee) meeting!  ◼ 

         GNA’s 
  Super-Heroes!  

  THANK YOU to our  

   hard-working newsletter  

  delivery & distribution team: 

      Chris Gorman and 

            Tom Emmett  
 

Without you, our Newsletter  

would not be possible!!!! 

Make Sure You Get the 

LATEST Updates! 
 

It can be DIFFICULT to get in touch with all our 

neighbors when the need arises! Maybe there’s a 

last-minute meeting change… Maybe there’s an 

urgent need to get together?  Maybe the ice cream 

truck broke down on the corner and they’re  

handing out FREE ICE CREAM!! Haha!  

 

Whatever the message and urgency, one of the 

BEST ways to keep in touch is by registering on 

the FREE NextDoor website. Join our neighbor-

hood group at www.Gibraltar.Nextdoor.com and 

keep informed!  THANK YOU!  

Like us on Facebook! 

In our ongoing effort to provide great communication to ALL our neighbors, the Gibraltar 

Neighborhood now has a Facebook page! If you are a Facebook user, PLEASE search for 

“Gibraltar Neighborhood Association” and “like” our page! You can use our page to pose 

questions, keep in touch with neighbors, alert folks to things going on in our ’hood, and 

learn more about upcoming events and such. We look forward to seeing you on Facebook!  



Fire officials advise that when you set your clocks back for Daylight Savings 

Time, to also change the batteries in your smoke & carbon monoxide detectors 

(so if you forgot to do this last month, NOW is the time!). Detectors over 10 

years old should be replaced with a new unit, a critical step in making 

sure yours is working when you need it most. A code stamped on the back of a 

detector should indicate the manufacture date. 

Non-working alarms are very dangerous because they don’t warn you and your 

loved ones that there is a fire or carbon monoxide in your home. When seconds count in an emergency, a lack of 

warning could be fatal. Homeowners are encouraged to have working smoke and CO detectors on every level of a 

residence. According to the National Fire Protections Association, three out of five home fire deaths resulted from 

fires on properties without working smoke detectors. The Council Bluffs Fire Department, with the generous 

support of several businesses, organizations, foundations and individual donors, founded Project Alex after 

fires claimed the lives of two children in 2010. Project Alex provides dual sensor smoke detectors in the hope of 

preventing any further loss of life in fires. 

• On duty Fire Department personnel check each home they respond to for working detectors. If none are 

present or the smoke detectors need replaced, new detectors are installed before those personnel leave. 

• They also replace batteries and leave fire safety information with the homes occupants, all in the hope of 

making the residents and our community safer.  

To request a detector check or installation, contact the Fire Department at (712) 328-4646. If you need a smoke 

detector or new battery and cannot afford one, the fire department will schedule a time to have personnel come 

to your house and install new batteries or new detectors at no charge to the residents. Now is a good time to 

check your fire extinguisher, too. 

SAVE LIVES: CHANGE BATTERIES NOW! 

Make the time  
to be a  

  

2019 DUES are DUE!! 

Your Gibraltar Neighborhood Association dues are payable 

in January — the form is on last page of newsletter. 

Save yourself a stamp and bring a check to the January 

meeting! Or, contact GNA Treasurer Tom Emmett (402-346-

6734) to make arrangements, and he can pick up the check from 

you! Or, drop a check in the mail (mailing address is on the form). 

Your annual dues help fund projects like: 

> Quarterly Neighborhood Social Events 

> Neighborhood Identification Banners 

> Neighborhood Cleanup Day 

> Celebrate C.B. Parade Participation 

> National Neighborhood Conference engagement 

> Future projects like Trailhead restoration, etc. 

Help keep Gibraltar moving in a positive direction by  

support through annual dues. THANK YOU! 





THANK YOU to these folks who have joined the GNA for 2019!  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD THROUGH YOUR ANNUAL DUES!!! 

Your ongoing support of the Gibraltar Neighborhood Association allows us to  undertake betterment projects like our identification 

banners and repair initiatives, host social gatherings like our Kirn Park picnic, pancake feed, and Brunch & Banter events, sponsor  

improvement events like cleanup days, and represent our neighborhood at community events such as workshops and having a  

Gibraltar float in the Celebrate Council Bluffs Parade!  It would not be possible without YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

Bobby & Amanda Adams 

Dave & Amy Adams 

Joe & Kim Atkinson 

Darwin & Christine Baker 

Connie Bartel 

Bumpy Bennett 

Kathy Bennett 

Pam Bogardus & Bob Yanders 

Paulette Brandt & Dave Eyre 

Ben & Kate Brewer 

David & Anna Brooks 

Nate Brown & Tom Emmett 

Dick & Ardeth Christie 

Chris Clayton 

Harold Compton 

Kate Cross 

Bud & Susie Dew 

Jared & Kristina Dockendorf 

Marc Evans 

Dennis Fellhauer & Brian Wedemeier 

Teresa Gerjevic 

Dave & Patty Gillespie 

Steve & Chris Gorman 

Bill & Lois Grove 

Peggy & Merlin Hale 

Rich & Patti Hannan 

Gordon Hitchcock 

Miriam Hodge & Adnan Mohammed 

Steve & Cathy Jayjack 

Barney & Brenda Johnson 

Jim Kieffer & Gary Lopez 

Johanne Lewis  

Roland Lynch 

Mary Madison 

Anne Massoud & Sara Perkins 

Kyle McGinn 

Linda Meyer 

Clay & Dana Miller 

Joan Minikus & Bob Jordan 

Drew Morgan & Mindy Wood 

Turner & Abby Morgan 

Terry & Nancy Mulvania  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Cory Peters 

Pat & Mary Ryan 

Dan & Patti Salvo-McGinn 

Tony Swanson 

Jeff & Karen Tucker 

Ann Walters & Cathy Hill 

Patrice Watson 

Carol Wood 

 

Those listed were known to have paid dues at the time of publishing. Any errors are  

completely unintentional. If you notice an error/omission, please contact GNA Treasurer Tom Emmett! 

ATTENTION: BUSINESS OWNERS, ARTISTS, ETC. 
 

If you own a business, provide a service, have an event or sell a product, would you like to 

get the word out to OVER 200 HOUSEHOLDS in the Gibraltar Neighborhood?  

If so, consider an affordable ad in the Rock Talk newsletter! 

Ad Space Sizes available: 1/4 sheet or 1/2 sheet 

1/4 sheet one-time insertion: $10  — OR — 1/4 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $50 

1/2 sheet one-time insertion: $15 — OR — 1/2 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $75 

 

We’ll throw in the ad setup for free!! Contact Cory at coryp241@yahoo.com for more info! 



   

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: tear out and put on your fridge & calendars! 

We’ll continue to include/update this section in each issue, as dates & events are firmed up!  

 

DEC: Holiday Social! Dec. 15th, 5:00-8:00 

304 Willow (David & Anna Brooks’ house) 

Celebrate the Season with neighbors & friends! 

Your Gibraltar Neighborhood will provide a  

holiday ham—you bring something to share! 

 

JAN: Gibraltar Elections & Breakfast:  

Saturday, January 18 - 9:30 a.m. 

We’ll be serving hot breakfast, discussing goals for 

the next year, and electing the Gibraltar board. 

ALL are welcome to the meeting, but only paid 

association members have voting rights. 

HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR! 



Gibraltar Neighborhood Association: Membership Registration Form 

Name_______________________________________________________ Email____________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________ Phone_______________________________ 

Become a Gibraltar Neighborhood Association Member!!  Yearly dues are $25 per household and are tax deductible due  

to our 501c3 status! In order to be eligible to vote for board members or receive priority preference for improvement projects,  

you must be a paid association member.  Make checks payable to and mail payment to: 

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association  ■ P.O. Box 1971 ■ Council Bluffs, IA 51502-1971 

 

Please tell us what’s important to you in connecting with your neighbors: 

 Quarterly social events             Fundraisers                 Business meetings 

 Other ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please tell us what issues are important to you: 

 Getting to know my neighbors   Preserving our brick streets  Historic preservation  

 Better lighting in our Neighborhood  More social events    Crime / Safety  

 Other ______________________________________________________________________ 

GNA Contacts: 
Turner Morgan, President  

712-310-3102 
 

Steve Gorman, Vice President 

712-310-9431 
 

Tom Emmett, Treasurer 

402-346-6734  
 

David Brooks, Secretary 

217-778-8923 
 

Kyle McGinn, At Large 

402-669-5953 
 

Alicia Brady, At Large 

402-516-5601 
 

Cory Peters, Newsletter Editor 

402-681-8344 

KEEP INFORMED three ways!! 

Visit Gibraltar’s website online at: www.GibraltarNA.org  

— AND —  

LIKE us on Facebook (search “Gibraltar Neighborhood Association”).  

— AND —  

Register TODAY on GNA’s "Nextdoor" social networking website:  

www.gibraltar.nextdoor.com. You can share news, updates, inquiries, refer  

business people or services, get the latest GNA news and much more!  

It’s FREE & open to folks within Gibraltar boundaries!!  

Newsletter 
copies are 
furnished 

courtesy of: 

YOUR Gibraltar  

Neighborhood: 


