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LET’S END THE YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE!
Gibraltar Neighborhood Festivities will take place on Sunday, December 17th!
●●●●●●●● LUMINARIA creation from 2:00 to 3:30
Stop by the Our Savior’s Lutheran Parking lot where we’ll have supplies
on hand to build fun paper bag luminaria to light up your property!
BRING THE KIDS and have them build their own!! We’ll have the white
paper sacks, sand for the bottom, and battery-operated flickering tea lights
(they turn on/off and last for 100+ hours).
****Gibraltar Neighborhood Association *paid members* get first TEN bags for FREE!
****Non-member price for bags (or additional bags): only $1.00 each! Extra lights: $0.50 ea.
Supplies are limited, so come early!
♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪ Holiday MUSIC CONCERT from 4:00 to 5:00
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church will perform a festive holiday concert to
put us all in the holiday spirit! Bring the whole family and enjoy the
sounds of the season in a peaceful and comfortable environment.
●●●●●●●●● Luminaria lighting from 5:00 to 6:00
Set out your new luminaria to light up the front of your property for all
to see and enjoy! (Keep turning them on each evening throughout
the holiday season!) Our neighborhood will be festive and inviting as
we walk to our next event, our neighborhood holiday party!
●●●●●●●●● Holiday PARTY & SOCIAL EVENT from 6:00 to 9:00
Enjoy food, fun and much camaraderie as we celebrate the season with
our friends and neighbors! For this potluck event, please bring a
favorite side dish or dessert to share, or a bottle or two of wine!
Children are welcome and encouraged to come meet their
Gibraltar neighbors!
WHERE: 203 5th Ave. / Steve & Chris Gorman’s House

Celebrate the holidays with your Gibraltar neighbors!!”

January Elections: Come Run, Come Vote!
WHERE: Dave & Amy Adam’s House, 528 Clark Avenue
WHEN:

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

We’ll be hosting the January election meeting at the beautiful home of Dave and
Amy Adams. This will be an appetizer potluck, so bring a sweet or savory
nosh to share, and enjoy a glass of wine while we discuss the issues! Come throw
your hat in the ring—or at least come let your voice be heard and cast your vote!
(Remember, only paid association members have voting and position -holding rights.)

YOU want a neighborhood that’s attractive and safe… YOU want a neighborhood
that’s active and engaged… YOU want to experience a feeling of community and
connectedness… YOU NEED TO GET INVOLVED!
It’s easy to be an “armchair quarterback” and watch the game from the sidelines, but it’s MUCH more
rewarding to get in the game and make a difference! Now’s your chance! In 2018, we’ll have two
open positions on your Gibraltar Board, and this would be a great time for you to expand your circle
of influence, build some personal and professional connections, improve your skill set, and MAKE A
DIFFERENCE by running for a seat on our neighborhood board! See you there!

FROM PRESIDENT PETERS
HAPPY HOLIDAY GREETINGS to all my Gibraltar Neighbors!
It’s hard for me to fathom how quickly these four years have flown by. I have really
enjoyed being your neighborhood association President, and look forward to actively
supporting whatever line-up is elected for the new GNA Board in 2018 and beyond!
You know the old adage, “Many hands make light work,” and now more than ever it
is really important for you to volunteer a bit of your time! It could simply be a shortterm commitment like helping out during a clean-up day, or a writing an article or
doing a neighbor interview for our newsletter!
OR, maybe you’re interested in running for a position on the GNA Board? The elections are in JANUARY, and
it’s just a two-year term! If we want our neighborhood to continue to improve, folks need to work together and
put in some time. I hope you will consider the enormous benefits of being involved! Feel free to reach out to me
personally if you have questions or concerns about volunteering. I will do my best to address them! Working
together builds incredible bonds of friendship! By the way, the elections will be held at the beautiful home of
Amy and Dave Adams, 528 Clark Avenue, on Wednesday evening, January 17th. Come cast your vote
(only paid association members have voting rights or can hold board positions), then stay for the social hour
and enjoy a nosh and glass of wine! (See info on page two about this potluck/voting event!)
BE SURE TO ATTEND our December Social! Sunday, December 17th, will DEFINITELY get you in the
holiday spirit with a variety of festivities including: building paper bag luminarias for the neighborhood,
enjoying a Christmas Concert put on by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, then attending the FUN and FESTIVE
holiday social at the Gorman’s House! The large number of folks who attended the party at Gorman’s last year
had a BLAST!! Trust me, you don’t want to miss it. Details are in this issue.
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION going into 2018… your current Board has been discussing the option of going back
to the practice of hosting our bi-monthly meetings in homes, or possibly mixing up hosting in homes plus
maybe mixing in other venues like the American legion or the Library or other locations. Our friends at Our
Savior’s Lutheran have been SUCH good partners and friends, and we truly appreciate them opening their
doors to us. However, we have not seen an increase in meeting attendance as was hoped. So, we’re asking our
Gibraltar residents to have a more active voice in determining where they’d like to get together every other
month! Come to the January meeting and let your voice be heard!
JOIN the neighborhood news group at www.gibraltar.nextdoor.com. This site is
how all GNA residents post news, updates, cancellations, share alerts, ask questions,
pose ideas and get to know one another. There is NO COST to join the site, and there are
no spam or pop-up ads, and most importantly you’ll stay connected and tuned in. You
just need to have an address that is within the boundaries of our neighborhood.
It has been my pleasure to represent Gibraltar for the past four years. Thank you again for your
support of our awesome neighborhood, and I look forward to working shoulder-to-shoulder with you in the
coming years.
Sincerely,
Cory Peters — GNA President

SAVE LIVES: CHANGE BATTERIES NOW!
Fire officials advise that when you set your clocks back for Daylight Savings
Time, to also change the batteries in your smoke & carbon monoxide detectors
(so if you forgot to do this last month, NOW is the time!). Detectors over 10
years old should be replaced with a new unit, a critical step in making
sure yours is working when you need it most. A code stamped on the back of a
detector should indicate the manufacture date.
Non-working alarms are very dangerous because they don’t warn you and your
loved ones that there is a fire or carbon monoxide in your home. When seconds count in an emergency, a lack of
warning could be fatal. Homeowners are encouraged to have working smoke and CO detectors on every level of a
residence. According to the National Fire Protections Association, three out of five home fire deaths resulted from
fires on properties without working smoke detectors. The Council Bluffs Fire Department, with the generous
support of several businesses, organizations, foundations and individual donors, founded Project Alex after
fires claimed the lives of two children in 2010. Project Alex provides dual sensor smoke detectors in the hope of
preventing any further loss of life in fires.


On duty Fire Department personnel check each home they respond to for working detectors. If none are
present or the smoke detectors need replaced, new detectors are installed before those personnel leave.



They also replace batteries and leave fire safety information with the homes occupants, all in the hope of
making the residents and our community safer.

To request a detector check or installation, contact the Fire Department at (712) 328-4646. If you need a smoke
detector or new battery and cannot afford one, the fire department will schedule a time to have personnel come
to your house and install new batteries or new detectors at no charge to the residents. Now is a good time to
check your fire extinguisher, too.

GNA General Meeting Minutes — November 15, 2017
Attendees: Roland Lynch, Linda Meyer, Turner Morgan, Chris & Steve Gorman, Tom Emmet, Cory Peters, Eric
Julius, and guest Morgan Wade from the 712 Initiative.
After a general welcome from Cory, Morgan Wade discussed what a S.W.O.T. analysis is (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats), and what the outcomes have been when performing this exercise for other neighborhoods. It is an excellent way for neighborhoods to set goals, build plans, identify gaps, and work to put plans in motion. We’ll be looking to hold a neighborhood-wide meeting in the new year, for folks to weigh in on this. More details to come.
Cory reported that Marge Leaders has been doing a wonderful job of delivering “welcome to Gibraltar” bags to new
homeowners in our area! We have several properties currently in transition, so we hope to welcome more new residents soon! Thanks, Marge!
Steve reported that we were only able to get two new sidewalks installed this year, but we will continue this push
into 2018. Properties that were selected in 2017 and unable to get the work done this year will have until Spring of
2108, at which point we’ll begin working through our list of applicants and selecting new properties to support.
We discussed the plans for the upcoming Holiday events in December, and our hopes that funding will come
through from our Grant Application. We are working to hopefully get more participation and involvement from our
Hispanic residents, and also the youth in our neighborhood.
There was discussion on the topic of developing a COMMUNITY GARDEN in 2018, but there was a consensus that
we really need to take a resident poll to determine if there is enough interest. It will also be important to get someone to volunteer to spearhead and ‘own’ this project. We believe we have the land available (almost within our GNA
boundaries), as well as much of the supplies donated. But we still need to determine interest. Tom said he might be
able to send out a mailing with a link to a digital survey for folks to complete. More to come.
The next item up for discussion was regarding our meeting space for 2018. For the past three years, we’ve had the
wonderful partnership with Our Savior’s Lutheran and the use of their social hall. While this space has been incredibly convenient, we have not seen a rise in meeting attendance in spite of them being held on a consistent day and
in a consistent (and handicap-accessible) location. It was suggested we might look at the American Legion (alcohol
is served there— that always helps—haha!) and possibly the Center. It was also suggested that we re-explore having
periodic meetings in people’s homes.
The final order of business was the upcoming GNA elections for the two open seats on the Neighborhood Board. We
have a few interested parties at this point, and are looking forward to learning more about the candidates at our
January meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Cory Peters
Temporary Secretary

Days of Yore...
Abraham Lincoln high school
opened its doors in 1900 at
the intersection of Bluff & 5th,
replacing the original highschool (c. 1871) that originally
stood where Kirn Park is now.
In 1967, the high school moved
to a new building, and this site
became Kirn Jr. High. Sadly,
Kirn burned down at the hands
of an arsonist in 1976.

Vantage point near the northwest corner of Bluff and 5th,
looking north. You can see the
VanBrunt house at the far
right end of the block. Note
how the property at the near
right in the photo has
changed, now with a large
stone porch and stone wall.
The street is cobblestone, and
note the hitching posts along
the curb on the left!

Likely taken from Fairmount
park, you can see 209, 215,
225 and 219 Fairview Ave. in
the foreground (on south side
of the street), and 230 Fairview and the Dodge House’s
carriage house on the north
side of Fairview. Just about
dead center is the Beresheim
house, with the Dodge House
up and to the right, and the
A.L. high school building just
beyond. Notice the old Court
House in the distance!

Historical Society 110th Anniversary Open House!!
By Mariel Wagner, President, Historical Society of Pottawattamie County
The year is 1907, if you close your eyes can you imagine what life was like at that time in history? Folks went to
a nickelodeon to watch a movie for, yes that’s correct, a nickel! A few of the wealthy had a phonograph, however
the most customary way to hear music was the piano. Life spans were much shorter, and sadly, illness teemed in
the nation. The Chicago Cubs won the World Series (but the series began with the first game called because of
darkness!). The United States of America consisted of 45 states in 1907, and Oklahoma became the 46th state that
year. Mr. Albert Einstein “thought” of the Theory of Relativity in 1907. The County Jail-Squirrel Cage Jail was
only 22 years old, and the Chicago Rock Island — now known as the RailsWest Depot — was built just seven years
prior. I could go one for many more paragraphs! Can you barely imagine what a person from 1907 would think of
our lives in 2017?
The date was November 26, 1907, and 29 citizens met at the public library in Council Bluffs, Iowa. That same
Tuesday evening, the Pottawattamie County Historical Society was created. A pretty significant date! In the original minutes from that meeting are mentioned some very famous names from our history, including Dodge, Tinley,
Graham, McPherson, Woodbury, Officer, and others. Here we are 110 years later, and the best is yet to come! The
future of organizations such as the HSPC, I believe will continue to be brilliant! The Society is a reputable organization in our community. We have so many programs to offer and events for everyone in Council Bluffs. Our
board of directors, members, staff and countless volunteers make us who we are today in 2017. Next year holds a
lot of excitement.

OPEN HOUSE:
Come celebrate the 110th anniversary of the Historical Society of Pottawattamie County when we host an
open house at the Squirrel Cage Jail on December 10th, 2017 from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. We’ll have the Jail
decorated for Christmas! The gift shop will be well stocked and you can do all your Christmas shopping that
day. We also have a new item for sale — a 2018 HSPC Calendar. The calendar will feature historic buildings
and landmarks of Council Bluffs. Thank you for continuing to support the HSPC, as we look forward to the next
110 years!

ANTIBIOTICS AREN’T ALWAYS THE ANSWER
(Courtesy: US Center for Disease Control)
Antibiotics do not fight infections caused by viruses
like colds, flu, most sore throats, bronchitis, and many
sinus and ear infections. Instead, symptom relief might
be the best treatment option for viral infections.
Get smart about when antibiotics are needed—to fight
bacterial infections. When you use antibiotics appropriately, you do the best for your health, your family's
health, and the health of those around you.
Taking antibiotics for viral infections, such as colds,
flu, most sore throats, bronchitis, and many sinus or
ear infections:
 Will not cure the infection
 Will not keep other people from getting sick
 Will not help you or your child feel better
 May cause unnecessary and harmful side effects
 May contribute to antibiotic resistance, which is when bacteria are able to resist the effects of an antibiotic and continue to cause harm
Rest, fluids, and over-the-counter products may be your or your child's best treatment option against viral
infections. Remember–there are potential risks when taking any prescription drug. Unneeded antibiotics may
lead to harmful side effects and future antibiotic-resistant infections.
What to Do
Just because your healthcare professional doesn't give you an antibiotic doesn't mean you aren't sick. Talk
with your healthcare professional about the best treatment for your or your child's illness.
To feel better when you or your child has a viral infection:
 Ask your healthcare professional about over-the-counter treatment options that may help reduce symptoms.
 Drink more fluids.
 Get plenty of rest.
 Use a cool-mist vaporizer or saline nasal spray to relieve congestion.
 Soothe your throat with crushed ice, sore throat spray, or lozenges. (Don’t give lozenges to young children.)
 If you are diagnosed with the flu, there are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat flu illness. They
are prescription drugs.
What Not to Do
 Do not demand antibiotics when your healthcare professional says they are not needed.
 Do not take an antibiotic for a viral infection.
 not take antibiotics prescribed for someone else. The antibiotic may not be right for your illness.
Taking the wrong medicine may delay correct treatment and allow bacteria to grow.
If your healthcare professional prescribes an antibiotic for a bacterial infection:
 Do not skip doses.
 Do not stop taking the antibiotics early unless your healthcare professional tells you to do so.
 Do not save any of the antibiotics for the next time you or your child gets sick.

SIDEWALKS: Repair Update
Unfortunately, we weren’t able to coordinate as
many sidewalk repairs this summer as we had
hoped. We reached out to an initial number of
residents, but some had scheduling conflicts and
others had monetary setbacks, so things got delayed a bit. We would like to thank Ann Walters &
Cathy Hill (220 5th Ave) and the Carlos Ortega
family (710 S. 3rd) for making the commitment
and getting their sidewalks replaced! They look
AWESOME and make the neighborhood SO
much safer for pedestrians!
We’ll get the ball rolling again this Spring, and if
our initial list of recipients are unable to move
forward at that time, we’ll move down the list to
the next applicant! We look forward to continuing
to fundraise, apply for grants, and find ways to
help our residents make these improvements!
Carlos Ortega and sons, showing off their new sidewalk!

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
ATTENTION: BUSINESS OWNERS, ARTISTS, ETC.
If you own a business, provide a service, have an event or sell a product, would you like to get
the word out to OVER 200 HOUSEHOLDS in the Gibraltar Neighborhood?
If so, consider an affordable ad in the Rock Talk newsletter!
Ad Space Sizes available: 1/4 sheet or 1/2 sheet
1/4 sheet one-time insertion: $10 — OR — 1/4 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $50
1/2 sheet one-time insertion: $15 — OR — 1/2 sheet “6-pack” (whole year): $75

We’ll throw in the ad setup for free!! Contact Cory at coryp241@yahoo.com for more info!

German Dinner FUN! THANK YOU to OSL!
A huge THANK YOU to our friends at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church for including our neighborhood residents in their “500th Anniversary” celebration and German Dinner! The food was SOOOOO delicious, and
neighbors had a really nice time interacting with all the attendees. A great time was had by all!!

2018 DUES are DUE!!
Two years running we’ve had record membership
numbers, so let’s continue that trend for 2018! Your
Gibraltar Neighborhood Association dues are payable
in January (the form is on last page of newsletter).
Save yourself a stamp and bring a check to
the January meeting! Or, contact GNA Treasurer
Tom Emmett (402-346-6734) to make arrangements,
and he can pick up the check from you! Or, drop a
check in the mail (mailing address and form are on the
last page of this newsletter!).

Your annual dues help fund projects like:
> Quarterly Neighborhood Social Events
> Neighborhood Identification Banners
> Neighborhood Cleanup Day
> Celebrate C.B. Parade Participation
> National Neighborhood Conference engagement
> Future projects like the Sidewalk Repair Initiative
and possibly a community garden, etc., etc.!
Help keep Gibraltar moving in a positive direction by
support through annual dues. THANK YOU!

DID YOU KNOW?
VISION: The Gibraltar Neighborhood is
a clean, safe neighborhood that offers an
interesting mix of well kept homes within one of the Historic areas of Council
Bluffs and provides its residents with a
place to live where neighbors look out
for one another and are proud of their
neighborhood.
MISSION: The Gibraltar Neighborhood
Association seeks to develop, implement
and promote a comprehensive plan that:
strengthens neighborhood relationships
and communication, creates strategies to
make our neighborhood safe, promotes
activities that assure our neighborhood is
one of clean and well-kept properties,
encourages ideas and community involvement, and ensures that we will
leave our neighborhood better than we
found it.

GNA’s
Super-Heroes!
THANK YOU to our
hard-working newsletter
delivery & distribution team:

Chris Gorman &
Tom Emmett
Without you, our Newsletter
would not be possible!!!!

GNA’s Book
Club is a fun,
social gathering where we get together and
share a bit of news, a glass of wine and discuss
our latest book. We always have a blast when
we get together, so consider making this part of
your neighborhood involvement! For more info,
contact Patti Hannan at 712-323-8600.
We’d love to see you at our next book club
(wine club? heehee) meeting! 

THANK YOU to these folks who have joined the GNA for 2017!
Your ongoing support of the Gibraltar Neighborhood Association allows us to undertake betterment projects like our identification
banners and repair initiatives, host social gatherings like our Kirn Park picnic and Brunch & Banter events, sponsor improvement
events like cleanup days, and represent our neighborhood at community events such as workshops and having a Gibraltar float in the
Celebrate Council Bluffs Parade!

It would not be possible without YOU!

Dave & Amy Adams

Randy & Linda Eyre

Mary Madison

Joe & Kim Atkinson

Dennis Fellhauer & Brian Wedemeier

Anne Massoud & Sara Perkins

Boris Baer

Fred & Sharon Fritz

Adrienne McElderry

Darwin & Christine Baker

Teresa Gerjevic

Kyle McGinn

Mark & Jeanie Beckman

Dave & Patty Gillespie

Clay & Dana Miller

Bumpy Bennett

Jim & Joyce Gorman

Turner & Abby Morgan

Kathy Bennett

Steve & Chris Gorman

Terry & Nancy Mulvania

Kathie Brandt

Bill & Lois Grove

Patricia Murphy

Paulette Brandt & Dave Eyre

Merlin & Peggy Hale

Carlos & Rikki Ortega

Nate Brown & Tom Emmett

Rich & Patti Hannan

Dan Partridge & Trish Roze

Buck & Teri Christensen

Gordon Hitchcock

Cory Peters

Dick & Ardeth Christie

Steve & Cathy Jayjack

Pat & Mary Ryan

Matt & Abby Colburn

Barney & Brenda Johnson

Dan & Patti Salvo-McGinn

Harold Compton

Bob Jordan & Joan Minikus

Tony Swanson & Jamie Robbins

Jason & Brook Craig

Jeff Ketcham & Kat Dunham

Jeff & Karen Tucker

Bud & Susie Dew

Jim Kieffer & Gary Lopez

Ann Walters & Cathy Hill

William & Merna Dobbs

Steve & Marge Leaders

Patrice Watson

Jared & Kristina Dockendorf

Justin Lightner

Carol Wood

John & Rita Doidge

Tony & Denise Limato

Pavielle Wuerfele

Marc Evans

Roland Lynch

Bob Yanders & Pam Bogardus

Those listed were known to have paid dues at the time of publishing. Any errors are
completely unintentional. If you notice an error/omission, please contact GNA Treasurer Tom Emmett!

Visit Gibraltar online: www.GibraltarNA.org

Your 2017
GNA Board:
Cory Peters, President
712-329-8526

Newsletter copies are
furnished courtesy of

Steve Gorman, Vice President
712-256-8890
Tom Emmett, Treasurer
402-346-6734

The 712 Initiative

Cathy B. Hill, Secretary
402-980-8177
Turner Morgan, Board Member
712-310-3102

KEEP INFORMED!!
Share news, updates, inquiries, refer business people or services, get the
latest GNA news and much more! It's FREE and it's open to folks within
the GNA boundaries!! Register TODAY on GNA’s "Nextdoor" social
networking website: www.gibraltar.nextdoor.com.

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association: Membership Registration Form
Name_______________________________________________________ Email____________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________ Phone_______________________________
Become a Gibraltar Neighborhood Association Member!! Yearly dues are $25 per household. In order to be eligible to vote for board
candidates and other issues, you must be a paid association member. Make checks payable to and mail payment to:

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association ■ P.O. Box 1971 ■ Council Bluffs, IA 51502-1971
Please tell us what’s important to you in in connecting with your neighbors:

 Quarterly social events

 Fundraisers

 Business meetings

 Other ______________________________________________________________________
Please tell us what issues are important to you:

 Getting to know my neighbors

 Preserving our brick streets

 Better lighting in our Neighborhood

 More social events

 Other ______________________________________________________________________

