
Please make it a point to come to the bi-monthly meetings. We need your input, 

suggestions, experience and help in making our neighborhood a clean, safe, 

wonderful place to live!   

The next member meeting is Tuesday, November 8th at the home of 

Dorothy (Bumpy) Bennett, 520 Clark Ave., at 7:00 p.m. Join us for a 

Fall Finger Foods meeting. We’ll provide non-alcoholic beverages for everyone; 

please bring an appetizer, snack food or sweet 

treat to share with the group. We hope you can 

join us to discuss important issues that are impacting 

our neighborhood, and plans for the future.   

Don’t forget: member meetings take place on the sec-

ond Tuesday of every ODD-numbered month, 

and the meeting locations have been moved to mem-

ber’s homes in order to provide a more friendly, inter-

active atmosphere.   

Mark Your Calendar for Nov. GNA Meeting 

 

Area residents are reminded to make sure they lock-up their vehicles at night 

and take everything out of the vehicles or at least put things in the trunk. Offi-

cer Mark Alba has mentioned in the past that thieves are taking anything not 

nailed down. Example: At Holy Family Church two chalices were taken last 

week; there are no suspects. 

Remember if you see something say something.  

Also, as there are a lot of people in the city having all types of repairs done to 

their homes, a lot of materials are being left outside. Now is the time to make 

sure that your outside lights are working properly. If they the motion type, 

check the sensitivity; if not, just make sure they work so you can protect what’s 

on your property.  

Be Vigilant and Watch for Crime! 

Upcoming 

Dates to  

Remember 

 November 8,  7:00 p.m. 

GNA general meeting 

The Hannan house 

207 5th Ave. 

 11/9 & 12/14 

Coffee & Bagels with the 

Neighborhood Center 

 November 24: 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Dec. 21: 1st Day  

of Hanukkah 

 Dec. 22: 1st Day of Winter 

 Dec. 25: Christmas 

 Dec. 26:  Kwanzaa 
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Thirty-seven years ago Al and Lillian Duncan opened 

Duncan’s Café.  Duncan’s is located in the Kiel Ho-

tel building on the corner of 5th Ave. and Main Street. 

Carol, daughter of Al and Lillian, is the current owner 

and runs the business with the help of her son. She 

became the owner on September 14th, 2002, nine 

years ago. She started waiting tables and her 

Mom was the cook. So she grew up in the 

business. ―I know so many people in Council 

Bluffs and the surrounding area, because 

they have been long time customers,‖ Carol 

said. I asked what the most popular meals 

on the menu were, and after breakfast it 

would have to be the roast beef dinners and 

the pork tenderloins.  

 Among some of the more famous patrons 

she could name were John Edwards and 

Jack Kemp. They came through during the presiden-

tial campaign. 

When asked what she wishes for the business, Carol 

said ―for customers to leave full, happy and to feel 

welcome... and want to come back again!‖   
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The GNA Book Club is a fun, social gathering where we get together and share 

a bit of news, a glass of wine and discuss our latest book assignment. We are 

currently reading “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo,” and plan to get to-

gether at the end of October to discuss the book. If you enjoy reading, contact 

Patti Hannan for more information on meeting dates and locations at 323-

8600. We’d love to see you at our next meeting!   

Presented by Preserve Council Bluffs, the fourth annual preservation 

promenade "Fine Dining in Historic Homes" was held  Saturday evening, 

October 8. The event began at 6:00 PM at the Chamber of Commerce 

building at 149 West Broadway (Hughes Irons bldg.) with appetizers pro-

vided by Dixie Quicks restaurant. Eight homeowners graciously opened 

their homes for dinners prepared by local chefs. Participating homes in the  

Gibraltar Neighborhood were: 125 South 3rd St (Everest House), 201 3rd 

St. (Jennings House), 528 Clark Ave., and 526 3rd St. (Davis House). The 

additional homes were located at: 126 Park Ave (H.H. Field House), 211 

Park Ave., 608 Oakland Ave (Carlton Woodward House), & 616 South 7th 

St. (O.P. Wickham House). The food was donated by the homeowners, and 

proceeds from the $65 admission fee will be used to help Preserve CB pro-

jects in Council Bluffs.    

Fine Dining in Historic Area Historic Homes 

Support our Neighborhood Businesses, by Paulette Brandt  
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Meeting (at the home of Rick and Patti Hannan) was called to order by President, Paulette Brandt. 

There will be a walking tour on Park Av. for public viewing of houses that are in different stages of restoration. 

The date is Sept.18, 2011 from 2 -6 PM. 

New Business: The camera that GNA /Fairmont purchased together has arrived and will be turned over to the 

City to be installed. The price was $6,000.00.  We received a grant for $5,000.00 and will split the difference 

with Park Ave. Our share will be $525.00.  Paulette said anyone who wanted to donate let her know. What ever is 

left over we will take from our account. Patti Hannan was the first to volunteer a donation. 

Paulette asked for input regarding selling ads to companies in our area to be placed in the newsletter. Since our 

area just had a hail storm, referrals form members on who they used or wouldn’t use would be what the add sec-

tion will speak to. 

Sharon Babbitt told Paulette that Park and Fairmont just got new banners for their homes. Kent Madison volun-

teered to design the signs if the Association wants to consider that for our area. Paulette called for a vote. It 

passed. Kent will begin working on a design. 

Having fundraisers for the association was brought up by Kent. Example: possibly a Hayrack Ride. Everyone was 

in favor so the idea will go to the Entertainment Committee. 

Present CB will be having a House Tours and the cost will be $65.00.  

No further business. Meeting adjourned. Respectfully submitted:  Liz Matis.  

September General Meeting Minutes  (9/13/11) 

Restore Omaha Tour 

Restore Omaha, an organization dedicated to preserving, restoring and maintaining pre-1950 homes, 

organized a tour to raise money for their work. This year, on October 2nd, the tour was held in Council 

Bluffs, starting at the Hughes Irons building in the 100 Block of Broadway. 

 After purchasing a ticket you were able to tour the Hughes Irons building which was restored for resi-

dential use in 2010.  Then on to 215 Main to the Creston House, a former hotel, now office space.  The 

next stop was south 8th street and the Thomas Farnsworth house at 295 So 8th St.  Then Shepard 

Farnsworth House at 301 S 8th St. , then the John Shea house at 309 S 8th St. and the Charles McDon-

ald house at 412 S 8th.   All were 3 story homes either restored or in the process of being restored.  In-

cluded on the tour was the International Harvester Transfer,  aka Harvester Artspace Lofts, at 1000 S. 

Main. The Squirrel Cage Jail and Union Pacific Railroad Museum were also part of the tour.  The 

Downtown Neighborhood Alliance (DNA) was offered the opportunity to participate in the event with 

a table at the Hughes-Irons building, set up to show some of the history and many of the wonderful 

old homes in Council Bluffs.  There was a great turnout and great weather for a ―walk around our his-

toric downtown district‖.  
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Enjoy these views of Broadway from days gone by… MY how things have changed!! 

Remember When? 
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Coffee and Bagels 

The Neighborhood Center would like to invite you for ―Coffee and Bagels,‖ Wednesdays, 11/9/11 and 

12/14/11 from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. at the Omaha Office, 115 South 49th Ave.  The concept is simple: drop by in the 

morning, grab a quick cup of coffee and a bagel and be on your way, or stay around and just visit with Neighbor-

hood Center staff and other neighborhood and community leaders.   

There is no cost!  No agenda!  No registration necessary or required!  Simply join us for a lively conversation on 

any topic like, the news of the day, the stock market, local and national politics, neighborhood success stories 

and challenges, or whatever else is on your mind.  You may help someone else or find help to meet your chal-

lenge.  Meet new friends and colleagues, compare thoughts over a cup of coffee.  For those who commute to 

Omaha for work, it may be especially easy for you to stop by in the morning.  

The new security camera has arrived. A big ―thank 

you‖ goes out to the generosity of many of our 

GNA members and the Fairmont Park NA mem-

bers, as well as the grant written by the Fairmont 

Park Assn. This long-awaited tool (which will help 

protect our wonderful neighborhood asset — Kirn 

Park) is finally in hand.   

We have turned the camera over to the Parks De-

partment and hopefully we will soon be able to 

tell you to come celebrate the installation. The 

travelling  camera provided by the city has been a 

good deterrent to vandalism, and we hope having 

one installed on a permanent basis will be even 

more help. 

We want to extend a big THANK YOU to all who 

gave so generously to this project. $525.00 

seemed like a lot to 

raise when we 

started, but you all 

made it happen.   

Kirn Park Security Camera Has Arrived! 

With City Council elections on the horizon, 

it’s important to get to know the candidates 

for office! Make time to attend one of the up-

coming Candidate Forums being held in 

various locations around town. 

 

We are lucky to have one candidate for office 

who lives right in our own back yard — Nate 

Watson. Nate lives in the Fairmount Park 

neighborhood, and served as their Associa-

tion President for two terms. He also founded 

the Downtown Neighborhood Alliance and is cur-

rently finishing his second term as its President. 

You can learn more about Nate by visiting his 

website at www.nate4cb.com.  As ―one of our 

own,‖ we wish him good luck in his run for office! 

 

Whether you choose to vote for Nate or any of the 

other qualified candidates, please just be sure to 

VOTE! It’s only by making your choices known 

and getting involved that we are able to make a 

difference!   

Get to Know Your City Council Candidates 
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GNA: Our Past, Present and Future, by Liz Matis 

To prepare of GNA’s future, we must know our past! 

From “Council Bluffs Iowa”: Craig, Masservy & McMullen,  1887 Illustrated. 

―The natural location of a city must be depended upon a great measure to insure its prosperity as a commercial 

center & altogether for desirableness as a home. Few cities in the United States are more favorably situated in 

respect to both of these important particulars than Council Bluffs. Nature did all that could be asked for a city 

of any proportion, suitable for a great Commercial Center or a beautiful and healthful home, when in her var-

ied Moods she created the sport upon which Council Bluffs is located.‖ 

In the last Newsletter we presented a thumbnail view of the early history of Council Bluffs. In This edition we 

will begin to explore the Founders, their homes, their professions and the development of the area. 

In this illustration there are 129 principal buildings within the boundaries as recommended, the vast majority 

of which are houses. There are also two church buildings, a high school gymnasium, a modern meeting hall, 

and a parking lot.  

Our residential neighborhood is composed of ―Jackson’s Addition‖, which was platted in 1854 and in the late 

19th Century encompassed the majority of the district except for the extreme north end along Bluff and Third 

Street that extended into the original town plat. James A. Jackson came to Council Bluffs in 1851 and became 

successful in general merchandise business in Council Bluffs and Omaha. The addition was named in his honor. 
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By 1889-1896, two subdivisions had been made to in-

clude J.W. Squire’s Subdivision encompassing the 

south half of the block between Story and 5th Avenues, 

3rd & Bluff streets and Turley’s Subdivision encom-

passing the blocks east of 3rd Street between Story and 

Worth streets. Between 1868 and 1896, 3rd & Bluff 

streets were extended to the north and 5th Avenue, 

Story & Willow avenues had been extended to the east 

reflecting the cutting down of some of the bluff slope 

area along 3rd Street to accommodate development. 

Fairview and High School avenues had also been 

added by 1896, with only Turley Avenue yet to be fully 

established, although the beginning of this Street was 

already in development by that time. According to in-

formation provided by one of our members, Jackie 

Compton shared the local oral history about the origin 

of Turley Avenue is as follows: 

 ―There was a Major Turley, and up above ―the hill‖ 

was a Turley Meadow where cattle were raised, fat-

tened and held for market. When the cattle were 

brought down the hill (from what is perhaps now Fair-

mont Park) to go to the railroad, by the time they got 

to 5th Avenue, the cows would begin to run too fast 

because of the steepness of the grade. In order to slow 

them down, they would turn them north (on what is 

now Clark) for about a block and then take them west a  

block (on what is now Turley Ave) and then on down 

to the shipping pens. From there they would be 

shipped to areas around the country.‖ 

In 1895, Marshall Turley was listed as a resident of 190 

Turley Glen. Reportedly, Turley Glen was renamed 

Turley Avenue in 1898; however, Turley is labeled as 

such on the 1896 Sanborn map and depicted as an 

open Street. In January of 1907, Turley Avenue was 

ordered paved with ―repressed vitrified blocks‖ from 

Third Street to Clark Avenue. Curbs and gutters were 

ordered on both sides of Turley Ave. that March. In 

1909, a permanent sidewalk four feet wide was or-

dered constructed on the south side of Turley Ave. 

From Third Street to Clark Ave. It was laid by a private’ 

contractor. 

It should be noted Marshall Turley came to Council 

Bluffs from Galesburg, Ill. in 1854. He acquired land & 

laid out what was known as the ―Galesburg Addition‖ 

to Council Bluffs. He was a man of many varied gifts. 

He is described as an inventor, philosopher, public 

speaker and teller of anecdotes To him is ascribed the 

invention of the sulky plow which was quite an innova-

tion to the pioneer corn-raiser. Though careless with 

his money, he is said to have been most generous. 

When a proposed railroad was under discussion---The 

Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Railroad—he offered 

them eighty acres of land for a depot site unmindful of 

which direction it lay. No mention is made of his fam-

ily.  (From ―The History of Council Bluffs‖) 

High School Avenue provided a connection up to the 

top of the bluff where the original Council Bluffs High 

School, built in 1869, was located. This school was only 

used from 1869-1880 and again from 1890-1900 when 

it was replaced by the construction of the Abraham 

Lincoln High School at the SW corner of 5th Ave & 3rd 

Street within the district. The original high school was 

a French Second Empire brick building that sat atop a 

high bluff overlooking the city; however, even with the 

extension of High School Ave. up to the school, both 

the east and west street approaches were so steep that 

access was always a challenge. It was because of this 

difficult assess that the school was eventually aban-

doned and long ago was demolished. While the original 

high school location is outside the current district 

boundary, it is speculated that it might have had some 

connection to the construction and design of the Dodge 

House, which was built that same year. Both buildings 

were constructed in the same elaborate architectural 

style and there is the possibility both of the buildings 

had the same architect, William Boyington. 

Residents of the Willow/Bluff/3rd Street residential 

area undoubtedly prospered during the period of lo-

cal growth, as evidenced by the fact that the bulk of 

the houses they lived in were constructed during the 

period of 1890 – 1928.  The housing in the district 

included a few double houses from the start (an ex-

ample is 219 Bluff Street),  but these were kept within 

the size and scale of their single-family neighbors.  

Residents of the district walked to work, whether it 

was to the factories in the south, the candy company 

and other businesses to the north or the professional 

& government offices downtown. Occupations of the 

residents included several mayors, a number of pro-

fessional men & women, including doctors, dentists, 

attorneys & military generals.  

Continued... 
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It is important to note the styles of architecture, 

when they were built & additional styles as we ap-

proached 1900. The largest residences are clustered 

toward the center & north end of the district. The 

majority of the existing residential neighborhood de-

veloped between 1890-1928. Even accounting for the 

impact of the nationwide Panic of 1893, the 

neighborhood development coincides with a growth 

period of Council Bluffs and the‖ golden age‖ of 

Iowa’s agricultural  economy in general.   

As can be seen in the Detail of ca. 1889 view of Coun-

cil Bluffs from the bluffs a few houses are present but 

much of the hillside is underdeveloped. Visible in 

this early view and existent today are the Wickham-

DeVol house, the Bennett house and the back of the 

double house. Most of the other homes are likely to 

be first generation construction. The original double 

home on one lot was known to be subdivided and 

was built by the contractor Jesse E. Hollenbeck and 

moved to its location at 233 Bluff Street c. 1910. He 

also purchased the property at 231 Bluff in 1909 from 

Mrs. Etta Maxwell and also built a similar house at 

310 5th Ave. Finally, while the Dodge House’s French 

Second Empire style appears not to have much influ-

enced building in the district, there is a hint of South-

ern influenced architecture in a few of the houses. 

This is seen mostly in the 600 block (even numbers) 

of 3rd street and in the middle of the 100 block of 

Bluff Street, and is suggested by the pyramid roofs 

with integrated, second-level façade porches. 

Whether there are any real ties to Southern architec-

ture is unknown, but the fact that Council Bluffs sits 

on the Missouri River and was the seat of early river 

travel makes it an intriguing possibility. 

A final note: Our area (of Willow/Bluff/3rd St.) has 

potential historical significance also in that it repre-

sents an early intact residential Neighborhood built by 

prospering, second generation merchants, railroad and 

real-estate financers and professionals. One house is 

associated with a woman attorney. Another neighbor-

hood family included a woman Doctor, though it is not 

clear if she resided in an extant neighborhood house. 

The role of Grenville M. Dodge is a key and his fine 

home now anchors the neighborhood visually & his-

torically. The district also is locally recognized for the 

number of its resident military generals associated 

with different wars and time periods. 

Living in the Willow/Bluff/3rd Street/Turley Ave. & 

5th Ave. ―Gibraltar‖ area, we know that large portions 

of the ―bluffs‖ were removed over the years in order to 

make room for buildable residential lots. Some streets, 

such as Turley, simply terminate at or near the face of 

an existing bluff. Others, like High School Ave. and 5th 

Ave., continue up and over the hill, accommodating the 

terrain by curving and throwing off the regularity of the 

grid that exists in the historic district. The sense of 

shared time and place that exists in the district also 

changes as one ascends up the bluff streets, suggesting 

that these extended streets were developed or perma-

nently surfaced at a later time. 

 A jagged spear of land juts towards the center of the 

district from the southeast, and terminates at the cen-

tral intersection of 5th Ave. & 3rd St. This area repre-

sents a non-extant bluff that was removed in stages 

since World War II and is now home to residences 

from the 1940s through the 1980s. The most recently 

constructed homes are visually screened from the rest 

of the district by a arise of topography & the 1940s & 

1950s homes that face 3rd & 5th.  Anchoring the south 

end of this spear of land, & dominating the streetscape 

is the General Dodge House (the house was placed on 

the National Historic Registry in 1961 and is widely 

acknowledged to be of great Historical importance.   I 

hope in this edition you will begin to see what a rich 

―Historical‖ district we live in.  And know that we have 

just scratched the surface. I have only been able to in-

troduce you to just a very few of the truly colorful resi-

dents that occupied the spaces we now call home.  We 

have a lot more road to travel in this journey and I 

hope you are having as great a time as I am. 

See you all next time in our “ROCK-TALK!”  

— Liz 

 

{Portions from the Tallgrass recommendations for His-

toric Designation} 
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           The iron fountain in Bayliss Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The old Abraham Lincoln High School (which  

later became Kirn Junior High).     

                                    

 

 

              Our very own — GIBRALTAR!! 

 

 

 

Thought for the Day:                The entrance to Fairmount Park?? Wow! 

―Budget your time carefully; it’s one thing you can’t replace!‖       

             

Remember When? 



 Your Newsletter Staff 

Cory Peters  

712-329-8526 

Paulette Brandt 

712-328-7399 

Liz Matis  

712-323-6400 

We welcome your input! 

Please contact us with sug-

gestions on content you want 

to see covered.   

Ingredients 

1 pound Italian sausage links, sliced 
1 pound skinless, boneless chicken breast halves - cubed 

3 tablespoons vegetable oil 
1 medium sweet red (or green) pepper, chopped 

1 medium onion, chopped 
3 celery ribs, chopped 

1 teaspoon dried marjoram 
1 teaspoon dried thyme 

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper 

3 (14.5 ounce) cans chicken broth 
2/3 cup uncooked brown rice 

1 (14.5 ounce) can diced tomatoes, undrained 
1 pound uncooked medium shrimp, peeled and deveined 

  
Directions 

In a Dutch oven, brown sausage and chicken in oil. Remove with a slotted 
spoon and keep warm. In the drippings, sauté red pepper, onion & celery 
until tender. Stir in the seasonings; cook for 5 minutes. Stir in the broth, 
rice and sausage mixture; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer 
for 20-25 minutes or until rice is tender. Stir in tomatoes & shrimp and 
cook for 10 minutes or until shrimp turn pink, stirring occasionally.  
 

CLOSING THOUGHTS:   

―We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.‖ 

RECIPE Corner: Sunday Gumbo 

(For football season!) provided by Cory Peters 

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association: Membership Registration Form 

Name_______________________________________________________ Email____________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ Phone_______________________________ 

Become a Gibraltar Neighborhood Association Member!!  Yearly dues are $25 per household. In order to be eligible to vote for board 

candidates and other issues, you must be a paid association member.  Make checks payable to and mail payment to: 

Gibraltar Neighborhood Association  ■ P.O. Box 1971 ■ Council Bluffs, IA 51502-1971 

 

 

Your GNA Board: 

Paulette Brandt, President 

712-329-7399 

Susie Dew, Vice President 

712-366-7606 

Liz Matis, Secretary 

712-323-6400 

Mary Madison, Treasurer 

712-328-8073 

Pam Bogardus 

712-322-2214 

Steve Gorman 

712-256-8890 

Sheila Graham 

712-256-0195 

Marge Leaders 

712-322-3366 

Roland Lynch 

712-323-0522 

Visit us online: 

www.GibraltarNA.org 


